Daddario 1

Gary G. Daddario III
Professor Janice Broder

Composition I (11:00)

May 1, 2009

Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic


Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic is an interesting story to say the least. I can honestly say it was the first book I have ever read in the form of one long comic. I was impressed it actually held a story inside of it. At first I found it rather difficult to read because it hurt my eyes and I always read the panes in the wrong order than how they should have been read. I definitely have to give Alison Bechdel some credit for this book. It is very difficult to write a book, and it is very difficult to draw good comics. She did it for two hundred thirty-two pages. The book picked up quickly and was a very good read.

The book is a pictorial memoir of the life of its author, Alison Bechdel. Throughout the book, Bechdel tells a lot about the relationship she possesses with her father, or lack there of. It seems in the book she and her father are essentially the same individual, but with different outlooks on life in general. One of the main concepts brought about in this book is the idea of homosexuality. Bechdel’s father was described as being a closet homosexual, and Alison herself, was a lesbian. That seemed to be what they could both agree on, the dislike of their genders. Near the end of the book, you could very easily see the love she had for him. “Perhaps my eagerness to claim him as ‘gay’ in the way that I am ‘gay,’ as opposed to bisexual or some other category, is just a way of keeping him to myself – a sort of inverted oedipal complex.”


Fun Home was an eclectic mix of genres including, drama, comedy, family entertainment, and even adventurous at times. The drama was pretty much the easiest genre to identify in the book. It was just plain obvious there was drama between Alison and the rest of her family. The fact she was a closet lesbian alone led to her own personal struggles which she wouldn’t tell her parents about until much later. There were hints of humor in the book, however I wouldn’t suggest it as a humorous book to anybody. If you do manage to discover some of the humor, your most likely going to need a dictionary just to understand it. Bechdel is a fantastic author, but at time can be just a bit wordy. “My forced nonchalance about the men’s fashion supplement, for example, was self-repudiation of the basest kind.” I love good humor, but when you have to think about it too much, it’s no longer funny.

Another large part of the book is the similarity in artistic tastes between Alison and her father. They both seem extremely set on making their home perfect and taking it back to its once delicate, Victorian, age. However, this goal can sometimes prove to be an extreme time consumer of Alison’s father. This hobby, crunched together with his funeral home business, would explain his distance from his family and sometimes, his random bouts of anger and frustration.


Although there are many things to look at for this book, one of the larger topics they seem to focus on is the sexuality of Alison. No offense to females or Alison Bechdel, but I just seemed to lose interest when the topic came up in the book. Although, the discovery and acceptance of Alison’s lesbian nature does add to a rather ironic relationship with her father, who has some closet homosexual tendencies. I actually think in a way, Alison may have felt she was partly responsible for the death of her father, which she claims to have obviously been suicide. You see, at the age of fourty-four, about two weeks after his wife’s announcement of a divorce request, Alison’s father stepped in front of an oncoming truck and was killed. I know the answers to the questions of whether or not it was suicide and whether Alison’s coming out about being a lesbian had anything to do with his death weren’t answered, but it leaves good room for thought about the subject. Plus in the book, Alison explores the possible positive and negative effects her coming out would have, or could have had on her father if she would have said something sooner. Also to note, Alison and her father on separate occasions exchanged books that hinted toward each other’s sexualities.


In conclusion, I thought that Fun Home was a fantastic book and is definitely worth reading. Alison Bechdel is a phenomenal author with great artistic and creative writing abilities. Both of which are displayed in every pane of this great book!!!
